

2
Handle-gram


February 2010     A Handle Associates, LLC publication
Volume  16.0
Handle-gram

       

Unless otherwise notified, you can assume that the office will be open on the regular schedule. 

All programs will meet at their regularly scheduled times during the Presidents’ Week winter break. If your child will be away during that time, please let us know if you’d like us to provide additional assignments. 

If weather causes a cancellation, I will broadcast the information on WTNH, Channel 8, WELI, 960 AM. I will also send out emails, so please be sure that I have your current email address.


Communication Skills:
Mondays-Niantic 2:30-6:00 

Tues. & Thurs.

2:30-600 

Test Preparation
Tuesdays 2:30-7:00

Essential Skills (math & reading)
Wednesdays 2:30-6:00

Saturdays: 10:00-1:00
          

School districts are preparing students to take the Connecticut Mastery Tests and the CAPT’s, which begin in March. Please assure your child that these tests are for the purpose of assessing the schools, NOT the students. Also, be aware that they focus on basic skills, and they are NOT intelligence tests. Students who score below goal must be remediated by the school district. The scores for these tests will be available in the fall.
     

          an excerpt from my blog

The emphasis on “proficiency” on state exams may actually hinder progress for the nation’s most capable students. . . As reported in the educational journal, Education Week, the “proficiency” label is not very challenging.  “We know the proficiency bar is set quite low in most states,” said Michael J. Petrilli, the vice president for national programs and policy at the Washington-based Thomas B. Fordham Institute, which produced a 2008 report pointing to lagging academic-improvement rates for top performers.”  As one example, 
students who perform below goal on the Connecticut Mastery Test must receive remedial assistance. So school districts must provide resources to achieve the additional instruction.  However, the only responsibility that schools have regarding gift and talented students is to “identify” them and send the report to the State Department of Education.  They need not provide any services to these students, most of whom sit in heterogeneously grouped classes waiting for their less capable classmates to catch up.  Does that ever happen?  While school superintendents pat themselves on their backs for achieving a “proficiency status,” these capable students sit restless and bored and become less motivated to learn.  Small wonder that parents of high achieving public school students who encounter their first real standardized test with national norms, such as the SSAT, SAT or ACT, are often stunned to discover that they achieve below the 50% mark.  
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